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Introduction
As part of my professional development in Information Science, I attended a virtual webinar titled “Cybersecurity and the Future of Information Professions” hosted by the Association for Information Science and Technology (ASIS&T). The event focused on the expanding role of information professionals in cybersecurity, data governance, and digital ethics. The presentation explored how emerging technologies and increasing cyber threats are reshaping the responsibilities of those working in information management.
This report reflects on the key ideas presented, my impressions of the content, and how the topic aligns with my career goals in information security and governance.

Summary of Event Content
The speaker emphasized that the traditional role of information professionals has evolved significantly. Rather than focusing solely on organizing and retrieving information, professionals must now actively participate in securing and governing digital assets. This includes involvement in cybersecurity frameworks, compliance standards, and privacy protections.
The central focus of the presentation was the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Cybersecurity Framework. The speaker explained how the framework’s five core functions — Identify, Protect, Detect, Respond, and Recover — provide organizations with a structured approach to managing cyber risk (National Institute of Standards and Technology [NIST], 2018). This framework illustrates how cybersecurity is not just a technical issue but an organizational strategy that integrates policy, technology, and risk management.
The discussion also addressed data governance and ethical information management. As organizations collect and store large volumes of personal and behavioral data, professionals must ensure responsible use and compliance with privacy regulations. Zins (2007) describes information science as a discipline structure, information processes, and ethical responsibility, which directly connects to the speaker’s emphasis on accountability in digital environments.

Reflection on the Speaker and Ideas Presented
I found the presentation highly insightful and directly relevant to the field of information studies and technology. One particularly compelling concept discussed was “security by design,” which emphasizes integrating security controls during system development rather than after implementation. This proactive approach aligns with risk management best practices and supports the idea that security should be embedded in organizational culture.
The speaker’s explanation of how cyber incidents affect organizational trust, financial stability, and operational continuity made the topic practical and realistic. It reinforced the idea that information professionals must understand both technical and strategic dimensions of security.
I did not find the material confusing; however, it highlighted the complexity of balancing usability, accessibility, and security. Information professionals must ensure systems remain functional and user-friendly while still protecting sensitive data.

Relevance to Information Studies and Technology
The event strongly connects to the core principles of information science, including information lifecycle management, metadata standards, classification systems, and data stewardship. According to NIST (2018), cybersecurity risk management requires a structured process for identifying assets and vulnerabilities. This directly relates to information organization and governance, foundational components of information studies.
Additionally, Zins (2007) explains that information science integrates theoretical understanding with practical application in digital systems. The webinar reflected this integration by demonstrating how theory informs real-world cybersecurity strategies.
The presentation also reinforced that information professionals serve as intermediaries between technical teams and executive leadership. Translating complex security risks into understandable business terms is an increasingly valuable skill within the profession.

Connection to My Career Goals
As a student pursuing coursework in information science and information security, this event directly supports my career aspirations. I am particularly interested in cybersecurity governance, compliance, and risk management roles.
The webinar helped me understand:
· The importance of structured frameworks like NIST
· The growing demand for professionals skilled in both information management and cybersecurity
· The need for ethical awareness when handling user data
· The strategic role information professionals play in organizational resilience
This event reinforced my goal of working in information security management, where I can combine technical expertise with policy development and risk assessment. It also emphasized the importance of continuous professional development and engagement with professional organizations such as ASIS&T.

Conclusion
Overall, the webinar provided valuable insight into the evolving responsibilities of information professionals in cybersecurity and digital governance. The content was engaging, relevant, and aligned with both academic concepts and practical industry needs. It strengthened my understanding of how information science principles apply to cybersecurity frameworks and organizational risk management.
Attending this event enhanced my awareness of the expanding scope of information professions and further motivated me to pursue a career that integrates information governance, cybersecurity strategy, and ethical technology management.
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